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are one, because the best of religion is prophecy and poetry of 
the highest kind. The true priest sees truth by subjecting the 
show of things to the desires of the mind — to our highest 
desires and aspirations. The true priest . . . like the poet, also 
ministers to the peace and comfort of mankind (p. 21) ... . 
Poetry, then, like dreams, affords expression and imagined grati- 
fication to our desires. If our desires are actually gratified, our 
poetry, like our dreams, becomes prophetic. The explanation 
is in both cases the same" (p. 22) — [the author here summarises 
Freud's psychology of dreams]. 

Such are the best points made in this genial and suggestive 
little monograph. The author's treatment would have been 
greatly clarified and enriched had he drawn a distinction between 
the two kinds of "unconscious mental activity", the subconscious 
and the supraconscious or superconscious. A study of what we fa- 
miliarly call day-dreams reveals some of both elements; for both 
dreams and poetry deal with "wish-fulfilment" and the "overcom- 
ing of repression", but dreams have to do with animal desires pri- 
marily, and true poetry rather with the higher aspirations. Thus 
(cf. p. 51), if dreams have to do with the "preservation of life", 
poetry looks toward some sort of ideal immortality; if dreams 
deal with all sorts of transformations of the instinct for the 
"propagation of the species", poetry concerns itself with love; 
and if dreams (a point which Mr. Prescott does not make) are 
interested in physical spontaneity and relaxation, poetry tries to 
portray our aspirations toward freedom. T. P. Bailey. 



A History of the New Thought Movement. By Horatio W. Dresser, 
author of The Power of Silence, etc. New York : Thomas W. Crowell 
and Company. 1919. Pp. ii, 352. 

Although this sweet-spirited and useful book contains some 
pages of padding in the form of names, places, and the like, disci- 
ples of the New Thought will be interested in even this 'connec- 
tive tissue', and the general reader will admit that a 'history' 
must contain a certain amount of ossified remains. 

Doctor Dresser's calm discussion of the relation of Quinby to 
Mrs. Eddy, his laudable effort to show the catholicity of "new" 
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thought; and his witnessing to the close relation of Christianity 
to "new" thought as well as "old" thought; — these are some of 
the outstanding merits of the book. His recognition of the sym- 
pathetic attitude of what he calls New Thought toward the stim- 
ulating Freudian psychology of healing, is noteworthy. Nor must 
we overlook his generous suggestion that the Christian Scientist's 
denial of 'matter' is really bottomed on the thought that the 
only true self is ideal, and that all else is merely apparent or 
evanescent. T. P. B. 



"Wade In, Sanitary!" The Story of a Division Surgeon in France. 
By Richard Derby, Lt.-Col. M. C, U. S. A., Division Surgeon, Second 
Division. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1919. Pp. ix, 260. 

This piece of fugitive war literature has missed a great oppor- 
tunity. The chapters on Finding our Way, and Meeting the 
Test, show that the author might have written a human docu- 
ment that would have helped us all to appreciate more fully 
the splendid work of "Sanitary" in France. Unfortunately, the 
writer is too much interested in trying to show how his division was 
"Not Too Proud to Fight" and is distinguished by "Its World- 
wide Reputation" — the titles of two chapters in the book. The 
appendix is made up of headquarters praise of the medical depart- 
ment of the Second Division, with Lieutenant-Colonel Richard 
Derby's name leading all the rest. As showing a shuddering ex- 
ample of the kind of stuff that is still being thrust upon a suffering 
public, witness the following (p. 203): "On the question of the 
covenant of the League of Nations the country stands divided 
into exactly the same camps that took sides on the question of 
our entering the war. On the one side are the unpractical ideal- 
ists, the peace-at-any-price pacifists, the keep-us-out-of-war op- 
portunists, the peace-without-victory materialists, and the all- 
inclusive internationalists. On the other side are the practical 
idealists, the men and women who ever have and always will be- 
lieve \sic\ in national preparedness, the American nationalists, 
the Monroe doctrinists, and the Roosevelt one-hundred-per-cent. 
Americans. The docile apostles of peace-without-victory are 
aligned against the virile men of action, who count deeds better 



